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HRD Ministry not satisfied with DU VC's reply on FYUP 

showcause? 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-not-satisfied-with-du-vcs-reply-on-fyup-
showcause/articleshow/46855492.cms 

NEW DELHI: The HRD Ministry is believed to be dissatisfied with Delhi University Vice Chancellor Dinesh Singh's reply to 
a showcause notice on the roll-out of the controversial FYUP programme.  
 
While the VC has strongly defended his position on the Four year Undergraduate Programme, sources said the ministry 
has flagged the issue of the validity of such courses, saying no "notification" was issued neither any "preparations" made 
for its implementation.  
 
The FYUP was scrapped in June last year after the NDA government came to office and following pressure from UGC that 
it be done away.  

https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-not-satisfied-with-du-vcs-reply-on-fyup-showcause/articleshow/46855492.cms&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTODc5OTY0MDk4ODgwMDg0NzgxNzIaM2RiNDFmNDYxODRjMGFmNjpjb206ZW46SU4&usg=AFQjCNEomzfs1NUp0c_NtKT2B6TAupgOCA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-not-satisfied-with-du-vcs-reply-on-fyup-showcause/articleshow/46855492.cms&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTODc5OTY0MDk4ODgwMDg0NzgxNzIaM2RiNDFmNDYxODRjMGFmNjpjb206ZW46SU4&usg=AFQjCNEomzfs1NUp0c_NtKT2B6TAupgOCA
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-not-satisfied-with-du-vcs-reply-on-fyup-showcause/articleshow/46855492.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/hrd-ministry-not-satisfied-with-du-vcs-reply-on-fyup-showcause/articleshow/46855492.cms
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Indicating that the VC could be held guilty on this count, the sources also dismissed his contention that the four year 
B.Tech programme does not require AICTE approval as it was being offered by the university itself.  

The ministry in particular is "peeved" over the fact that the varsity has repeatedly ignored its directive to seek AICTE 
affiliation and undermined the protest of the students who are seeking the same, they said.  
 
According to the sources, the ministry could sent its recommendations to the Visitor (the President) soon about the 
likely action against the VC. His tenure ends in October.  
 
Of particular concern of the ministry is that the functioning of DU could be hampered if there is a delay in firming its 
stand on the VC.  
 
While the Delhi University Act does not confer any power on the government to recall the incumbent Vice Chancellor, 
ministry officials said that they can invoke the General Clauses Act to get the VC removed by the appointing authority.  
 
Singh had sent his reply to the ministry last week on the showcause.  
 
Apart from inquiring about the ..  

Singh had sent his reply to the ministry last week on the showcause.  
 
Apart from inquiring about the legality of introducing the FYUP, the ministry had sought Singh's reply on the opening of 
BTech courses under the varsity without due clearance from AICTE and the diversion of funds to the tune of Rs 172 crore 
meant for OBC students to buy laptops.  
 
Singh was issued a show-cause notice on March 17 after the Visitor's nod.  

Teachers at Irani door for PhD relief 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150409/jsp/nation/story_13560.jsp#.VSYyH0alhWU 

 

- 1000 ad hoc teachers face uncertainty after SC validates retrospective UGC bar  

Basant Kumar Mohanty 

New Delhi, April 8: Delhi University teachers who face the sack after a Supreme Court judgment last month 

validated a UGC order, which retrospectively debars PhD-holders from teaching jobs if their doctorate 

programme wasn't verifiably rigorous enough, are knocking on the doors of Smriti Irani. 

Nearly a thousand ad hoc teachers, whose services are renewed every semester, might not get a fresh term at the 

university after the court order last month. 

The court upheld the University Grants Commission regulation on minimum qualification for appointment of 

teachers in colleges and universities. According to that regulation, the candidates need to have passed the 

National Eligibility Test or the State Level Eligibility Test (SLET) to be appointed as assistant professors. Only 

those who had got PhD degrees in line with the norms laid down by the UGC in 2009 would get exemption 

from NET and SLET. 

Till 2009, all PhD-holders were eligible for teachers' jobs even if they lacked NET/SLET qualification. In view 

of complaints that many universities were lowering the standards of PhD programmes, the UGC in 2009 for the 

http://www.telegraphindia.com/1150409/jsp/nation/story_13560.jsp#.VSYyH0alhWU
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first time set a uniform standard for the award of MPhil and PhD degrees. 

The regulation said that existing PhD-holders would become ineligible for teaching posts unless the institutions 

that had awarded them the doctorates certified that they had followed the just-prescribed standards. 

This regulation attracted criticism from universities across the country for its retrospective implementation. The 

UGC then set up an anomaly committee to review its own regulation. Following the report of the committee, the 

UGC last year amended the norms and decided to exempt those who had obtained their PhD degrees before 

2009. But the revised regulation is still to be approved by the HRD ministry. The apex court ruling in the 

meantime has added to the confusion. 

The apex court has said the HRD ministry and UGC are apex policy makers in these matters and their norms 

should be followed. Sources in the ministry said there was no clarity yet whether the revised regulation would 

be approved. 

About 600 of the Delhi University ad hoc teachers who will be affected wrote to Union HRD minister Irani on 

Monday seeking relief. 

Rajesh Kumar Jha, a teacher leader from the university, said the ministry must intervene and ask UGC to allow 

exemptions to pre-2009 PhD-holders from NET/SLET. "The UGC has given exemption from NET/SLET to 

PhD-holders so many times. We demand it to extend the exemption," Jha said. 

Saikat Ghosh, a teacher at the university, said the UGC regulation of 2009 has provisions like course work of 

six months, evaluation of the thesis by external examiners, and not more than 10 students under one research 

guide. 

Of the nearly 4,000 ad hoc teachers in Delhi University colleges, about a thousand do not have NET/SLET 

qualification or PhD in line with the 2009 regulation. 

The regulation will affect thousands of ad hoc teachers across universities. 

Ghosh said colleges may not renew their contract in the coming semester and pointed out that Daulat Ram 

College has already come out with a notification saying it would recruit only in line with the UGC guideline. 

UGC chairman Ved Prakash would not comment. When contacted, he said: "I am in a meeting." 

IISc scientists extract energy from vibrations  

Hindustan Times (Delhi) 

THIS DEVELOPMENT HAS A WIDE SCOPE OF APPLICATIONS AND COULD POWER SMALLS LED 

LIGHTS, FIRE AND SMOKE ALARMS, BIOMEDICAL DEVICES 

NEW DELHI: Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, have devised a technology which can 

efficiently extract energy from the vibrations that are almost always present around us.  

This development has a wide scope of applications and could power smalls LED lights, fire and smoke alarms, 

biomedical devices etc.  
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Ever felt the vibrations from a heavy vehicle passing nearby? How about those from a powerful water pump, an 

AC or a fridge? These are called ambient vibrations and we are surrounded by them.  

The idea to extract energy from them is not a new one. There are, for instance, watches that can charge 

themselves from the user’s movements.  

To harvest this energy a piezoelectric material is used, which generates voltage whenever it is squeezed, bent or 

twisted. However, this voltage is often too small to be directly useful.  

Writing in the IEEE Sensors Journal , the lead author Rammohan and his team have created a novel design for 

harvesting energy using a piezoelectric material called Polyvinylidinefluoride (PVDF).  

Their design stacks many PVDF layers one on top of the other, which effectively generates more strain and thus 

more power.  

In fact, it is 90% more efficient than previous designs, claim the scientists.  

Professor Rudra Pratap, from the Centre for Nano Science and Engineering, who led the project said, “We are 

currently working on lighting up LEDs with vibration energy harvested from exhaust ducts located on the 

terrace of our centre. We are also working on temperature and gas sensors, and fire alarms that can be run with 

this energy and installed in buses, trains, etc.”  

Paperless campus: Single card for entry, payments at IIT-B 

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Paperless-campus-Single-card-for-entry-payments-at-IIT-

B/articleshow/46855881.cms 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, is moving towards becoming a paperless campus by taking many 

administrative functions online.  

 

One of the keenly awaited initiatives is the introduction of a new identity card which will also serve as an on-campus 

payment instrument. Students will be able buy books, stationery and groceries, and even pay at the cafeteria using the 

card.  

 

The new ID cards, with the 'Power to Pay' feature, have already been designed, but they will be given to students after 

IIT-B's biometric security systems are upgraded. The students' hostel affairs council will test the cards in the new 

academic session.  

 

"The card will make it easier to manage on-campus expenses. It's safer than carrying cash all the time," said Sarthak 

Agrawal, general secretary of the council.  

 

Students welcomed the initiative. "Any time we want to buy something, we won't have to run to the ATM. What's 

interesting is that we will have to carry only one card to gain access to different campus areas and to make payments," 

said Pragya Sharma, a second-year student of electrical engineering.  

 

The hostel affairs' council also plans to introduce an online system for transparent allotment of rooms and registration 

of complaints. "The portal for grievances will serve as an archive and will help make campus processes transparent," 

Agrawal said.  

 

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Paperless-campus-Single-card-for-entry-payments-at-IIT-B/articleshow/46855881.cms
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/mumbai/others/Paperless-campus-Single-card-for-entry-payments-at-IIT-B/articleshow/46855881.cms
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Students said that the complaints redressal portal would be useful only if grievances were addressed swiftly. "It is good 

that students can check the status of their complaints. But the portal would be of no use if the applications keep piling," 

said Aishwarya Iyer, a second-year student of energy science engineering.  

 

A new building with eateries, a central lounge and a unisex hair salon is also on the cards. "It will be constructed near 

hostel number 15," Agarwal said. "We are also in talks with private hospitals to set up an outpatient department in the 

campus hospital. Currently, only students and faculty members are provided care at the hospital. But the new facility 

will be open to all those who live on the campus."  

 

IIT-B public relations officer Rashmi Uday Kumar said that the institute was aiming to become the first paperless campus 

among IITs. "Important functions related to administration, accounts and academics will be taken online under 

Enterprise Resource Planning. The whole process will be completed in two phases," Kumar said. 
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